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TIIESE DAYS:

Treedom Cemter

AT 0 A onTl T T
Siuls Vital Need .
Ey JOIIN CHAMBERLAIN

T.:)ACK IN 1960 the Senate, by a voice vote, passed a .
s bill' authorizing the creation of g Freedom.-
Academy. The idea was t0 set up a school capable .ol
urning our professionals in psycho-political warfare
just as West Point and Annapolis provide the country
witih pros in military warfare. But the bill failed in
the House for a very odd reason: ‘
‘Rep. Francis Walter, an  anti-
Communist from the word “go,” was -
. Obsessed with the fear that if a Free-
dom Academy were set up, the Com-~,
munists would succeed in penetrat-
‘dng it and taking it over. Walter's
§py phobia was sufficiently persua-
sive to kill the bill for 1960.

The Freedom Academy has
never -had a chance since then, but |,
the locus of prime opposition to it has .
shifted to the Senate. In 1961 Sena- .
tor Fulbright succceded in bringing CHAMBERLAIN
Freedom Academy suggestions within the juris-
diction of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, ,
and thus a Freedom Academy bill never seems to zet’
to the Senate floor. This in spite of the fact that the
idea has had bipartisan support from senators as di-
verse as Democrats Paul Douglas of Illinois and Tom :
Dodd of Connecticut and Republican Karl Mundt f
of South Dakota. B : .

The House Committee on Un-American Activities
“has recommended the passage of a Freedom Academy .’
bill dn 1966, but with anti-Cold Warrior Fulbright .,
.stfil'lton guard in the Senate,.nothing is likely to come
01 it, . . T, .

weil, maybe one shouldn’s ery too much about

“minjster the new center,

| dpun feadins
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‘A government catity, the State Department might tx'y

Lo subordinate its curriculum to the needs of official

-foreign policy. A government - sponsored Freedom
Academy would certainly have to be hedged about
‘with all sorts of guarantees of absolute autonomy,
‘or it would tend to become a milk-and-water affair.

WHAT, FOR EXAMPLE, would happen to a Free-

:dom Academy “psywar” recommendation that we seil
‘landing craft to Chiang Kai-shek when our State Do-

partment fears even an indirect confrontation with
Red China? And what if a Freedom Academy were to
counsel an embargo on grain shipments to any Com-
munist nation helping the Viet Cong? This would 1run
counter to our official “bridge-building” policy, and
the curriculum builders of a Freedom Academy wouid
surely hear a thing or two from Foggy Bottom abouy

‘interfering with the “national purpose.”

But if the possibility of getting an absoluicly

rautonomous government-sponsored Freedom Acad-
ey seems remote, it doesn’t mean we can get alony
s without a method of countering the 6,000 schools in
. Cammunist bloc countries that teach
"warfare,

psycho-political

‘ Fortunately, our-deficiency in this matter is avout’

41 to be remedied. A big complex of cooperating agencics

; including the American Security Council, the Ameri-
~can -Legion, the Cook County (Illinois)
i Northeastern University,
-International House,

schools,
Kansas State University,
the Oregon State Department of
Education, and the C, W, Post College of Long Island
University have purchased a. large house and 671
acres near Boston, Virginia, where a private Freedom
Academy called the Freedom Studies Center wiil be.
sct up. The Institute for American Strategy will ad--

The new Freedom Studies Cent
response to frustrations create
anti-Cold Warrior Fulbright.‘Significantly, the co-
chairmen of the center are Senators Dodd and Mundt, "
Other senators on the advisory board are Republicans
Peter Dominick of Colorado and Jack Miller of Iowa, "
and Democrats Paul Douglas and William Proxmire

ter is a citizens',
d in the Senate by

of Wisconsin. ‘
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